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COURT "of ALDERMEN. 


Right Honourable, 


HE following Diſcomſ was ne- 

| } ver defigned to go further than 
your 0wn Capps, otberwiſe it 

had not been left ſo Imperfe# :\ But fince 
you have thought fit to » Oath it ſhould be 
more Publick, it would ill become me, who 


A3 *go 


BE nnd - — _ —— 
Re Epiſtle ” Dedicatory, 
do in it ſo earneſtly preſs Obedience - to 


Superiours, to diſpute your Commands. Such 
therefore as it 4s, 1 bnmbly preſent it to you, 


beartily wiſhing. it may, in. ſame. degree mi 
nifter" 10 t Oimdting Peark 2 nit 


and Brotherly Au among us, which is 
x a 


the only thing imed gt, Gy |: 


Right Honourable, 


_ Obedient Seryant, 
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Rom, xiv. 19. 


Let us therefore follow after the things that 
make for Peace. 


F 4H E Apoſftle's defign in this Chapter, is to per- 

' {wade the Roman Chriſtians to live. Peace. 
ably one with another, notwithſtanding alb 
their different Perſweſions in matters of Re-' 
ligion, 

He doth not 15 much ſer himſelf to Reſolve their Contra- 
werſies, to determine which Side held the Trueft Opinions; 
as to Silence their Di/putes,. to allay thoſe Bitrerneſſes arid 
Animoſities with which the ſeveral Parties proſecuted-each 
other, to oblige them to embrace one another /in Chriftian 
Charity; and though there could not be an Unity of Fude- 
ment among them ; (which certainly is a thing can never 
be expeied ; :mens apprehenſions concerning things being 
neceſlarily almoſt. as various as are their Tempers and Com- 
plexions; ) yer nevertheleſs rhey ſhould ſoorder the matter, 
that there might at leaſt be an Unity of Afettion, and an a- 
micable communication one with another. 

He repreſents to them that. they-had nothing to-do to 
Juge or'Cenſwre their Brethren; for: they-were \y, >, |. 
God's Servants, and to Himonly | they Rood or + OT 
fell; that though they wete miſter in their Notians as to 
the Points, in erlie,; yet neverthelels,. if what was: 
done! upon; thoſe|.miAgken Principles, was done out of: 
pure'beart;, and as in obedience to the Commands of 'Gody 
it, would be accepted of him... -_'. air ;esls $6 
cad) c 


—— - ts. 
A 


—_ . 


4 A Sermon Preach'd : 


— neem — 
Ver. 13,14 Heis ſo far from contitenmncing their-Religioms 


I'S Quarrels, that h thoſe that held 
the true ſide - the eſto hr FÞ Peace lake, and 
rather to recede _ faly rizht; to forbear doing that 
whith they, might Jaw than b 

Liberty tocaſt a S Slunbline% ha 4 anarTAc & T= 
Qed Diſlenters, and De2 mbar forſaking Chriſti- 


anity. 
o. v7 And the more to enforce this Diſcourſe he af 
; fures'them; that: however-they: db 
» fot their preſentygifferences, 'yer itt truth, 
df: \ ne = the leaſt inteceſied irv- them. 1 
wide iavacky mac on it>ehe tarure of 3r;( if they t 
conſiſt in ſuch ſmall, inconſiderable, external thin ey 
made the niatter of their jenſfions. Chriſtianity was hot 
much concerned, whether they ate:fuch kind of Mears, or 
whethet they did: not car chem; whether xhey: o_ 
bickvabd New-Moone holy to-the Lord, or Waka" 
ſteetned every day alike;'o That was'd'moreawvtur 
mbre zob/e thing. -It was the hearty 'p "Alkice of Rptiow 
cſi and Pex; and Rejoyring to'do Mov "Theſe were 
Vo .;things charmadea mana Chrifiay; and i Theſo | 
7-15. ebimgs (fairtvtheApott he Apo) the ſwvch Cel s '® 
indeed accept abt; 8 (God, and Apo? 
And then at laſt. from ſeveral - wendy he draws 
this general Inference by ay of Exborration«' Lot" ws NO: 


fore follow the 23021 beds 31 
I have + 0 be ptuarys(: Fwy 
in this Chapter 7 priry 'hearrily boar amr Rs 
caſion.to deal any further: ven tht Sebjeeh Ha 
it for Ghriftians, w | 


that they were no-f Mn "cheſs Diſeviit ſeo 
png 6 rwdyurreyeratear in the ſenſs of chewy. 

t, alas, whoever underſtands any thing- of the ſhat&of 
oH Miriam. 
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Chriſtianity, now for theſe many Ages in the World, will 
eaſily ſee that, no. one Point, of our Religion has been 1n all 
zimes more neceſlary.to' be; daily-preached, to be carneftly. 
preſſed, to be loudly ſounded 4a the ears of Chriſtians, than 
this of Peace and Love, and mutual ſufterance under their 
different apprehenſfions of Religion. 

It has fared (as one hath obſeryed) with Chri-- 45. Hales. 
ſanity in this matter,.as/it did withi the Fewiſb Dilpenfation 
of old. The great and, prixcipa/ Commandment which God 
gave the Jews, and which (as they themſelves, teach) was 
the Foundation of all their Law, was to worſhip the God of 
Ifrasl, -and Him gnly to ſerve : yet luch was the fottiſhne(s 
and 'petverſeneſs of that People, 'that This was:the'Com- 
mandment, ' that of, all others they could never be obliged 
to keep; but they were continually running a whoring af- 
ter the Gods, of the Nations, notwithſtanding all the various 
ways and methods that God made uſe of to reclaim them 
from that fin. What the Worſbip of one God was to the 
Jews, that Peace and Love, and Unity is to the Chriſtians, 
even the graxd diſtinguiſhing Law and Charader of their 
Profeſſion: and yet: with ſorrow, and to our unſpeakable 
confuſion it may be ſpoken, There is. no Religion that. ever 
was known in the World hath given Birth-to ſo many 'He- 
reſies, hath been intituled to ſo many needleſs Diſputes-and 
Quarrels, hath been crumbled into ſo many Sef#s and Partzes, 
hath been proſecuted by all the ſeveral Pretenders to it; with 
ſo much heat and fury, andiimplacable animofity, hath 
been made the occaſion of ſo much Tumult, War, and Blood- 
ſhed, as this excellent, this innocent, and gall-leſs: Religion 
of ours. | j 

To go no further than our elves, and the poſture; we 
ſtand inat thisday ; it ever any Society. of Chriſtians could 
be obliged to live 1a Brotherly Lowe ans Communion wh 
one another, we certainly are the Men. For beſides che 
B engagements 
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ena of our Religion common- to us with" other 
( briftians; we liave alt the external rey 2 which a wiſe 


and welktemmper'd Settlement-'of Charch-affairs, 2 mild and 
juſt Goverament, and excellent Laws can give to the-prod 
moting thereof, 

Religion 1seſtabliſhed among us in as great Parity asever 
pertiaps i it wes fiace the-Apoſtles times. -- 

The Government we live under;'is neither ſo-Liawas toes 
feat/its wn ends,- nor ſo Severe as to exerciſe Tyranny over 
our'Conſciences. 

The Terms of our Communion are more large, and mode- 
rate; atideafieto be ſubmirted ro by men of different Page 
frows, thariatty other Church-Society that T knowof doth 
ar this day. And- this is' {d acknowledged, that' there” is 
ſarce any of the ſeveral diſagreeing Parries among ns, but 
next £0 ir ov Church would preter Ours before all ottiers; 

The" De#rjzes that'ttiake up our publick Confeſon are/ex- 
preſſed in ſuch a /&i#ude, that' they have been; and'ate'ge- 
nerally aſſented to, by molt of the Diſſenters from us. And 
that whetein We difler from. others, is not our addingto the 
Faah "new and queſtionable Dottrines, bur our rejetfing, of 
ROE their Ionovations. 

Our 'Pwblick Service hath not a Prayer in it but what any 
Chriſtian inthe World'may lawfully ſay Amer to. 

Our Ceremonies are but y and thoſe very — and -un- 
queſtionably of Primitive Antiquity. 

The' Penalries which the Laws inflit upon thoſe thar ſep 
74% from our Communion are {0 eafie, and ſo moderate, 
"ehar'nierhinks Sober- men ſhould! be aſhamed to call them 
Perſecutions; and ſhould rather fit down contentedly under 
Wem, ray » ' endeavouring, or defiring' any ' Alteration, 

ae the'b inging'the Church, and poſſibly themſelves 
far windy conveniences chan thoſe chey now ſuf- 
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Ina word, fo excellent is the temper of our prefent: Seeele- 
ment, that there is no Church in the World, with: which 
men; of differing Perfmaſions may more ſafely communi- 
cate; and under which, even Diſſezters, if they be' peace- 
able, may live more happily than the Church of England. 

But now, how do we demean our ſelves under this hap- 
Þy Conſtitution of affairs? What Fruits of the Goſpel of 
Peace do we yield ſuitable to theſe great external Advanta- 
ges? One might rationally expe& to ſee Religion in.quite 
another Face among us, thanit hath in other parts:ot the 
_— and that cnjoJang ſuch excellent Goun of Peace 
and :Vaity as we do, :and cially having Aufficientty: ex- 
Pperzenced 'the Miſerics of. Dsſcord ; there FanTyng/ tuch 
thing as Fation or: Diviſion be heard of among us, but that 
we ſhould All like Brethren Chriſtianly joyn: togerher wwirh 
our Common. Mother, and in ſmatier matters bear with one 
anothers - Weaknefles, and: [gnorances,' and Miſtakes;''as 
doubtleſs Godhimſeilf will; and'as the (lr, which prin- 
cipally concern'd, in many caſes dorh. | \v. 88G 79! 

But alas, the event doth too notoriouſly diſcover the con- 
trary £0 all this, and that tothe: ſhame of our 1etves, and 
the -reproachiof aur Church, and: the: ſcandal-of Religion, 
and the rejoycing of our Enemies, and the-griefiof all good 
Iien. VAWG 2 

Never were our Differences thiigher, our -Oppoſuiaxs one 
of another more violent, our Sche/rs:and Sepurat ions more 
numerous, and moreobſtinatei'than they are atthis day. 

We diſpute eternally, we quarrebwithout-grounds; and 
without meaſure ; we ſtickle for every Trifle, andate as 
much-concerned for the propagating a filly. Notion, winch 
might'very well be let alone withoue our/being a-jor the 
worſe. Chriftians, as if the Fandawentals of 'our Religion 
layat ſtake. $ Pang 

We:revite, wwe reproach, we beſpatter-one another ; and 

B 2 though 
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though we: be extremely ſcrups/ousiin {maller. matters, yet 
we make no /cruple' of ſacrificing charity, and the Churches 
Peace to every humozr; and:every- paſſion. And whileft we 
are zealous in the matter of an 'Opi/zion,; or a ſmall Ceremo- 
ny; we often loſe all ſenſe 'of Religion, and good Manners, 
and even Humanity! it felf. - 1; 
| What the Conſequences of theſe unreaſonable and un- 
chriſtian Feuds may be, we know-not. IT pray God they 
do not end, either, in a very great Corr»prion, or. a total 
Subverſion of Chriſtianity among us. It was thele ſons, if it 
be lawful to gueſs:at the reaſons of God's :Judgmeats from 
outward Appearances, that.brought-deſolation upon: thoſe 
once flouri Churches of Africand Aſiz; and whokanee 
if they be obſtinately perſiſted in, but they may be an'o&6 
calion of God's:remoting his Candleſtick from us alſo.” + 
And-now.'is it:not: needful that every Chriftia» ſhould 
uſe his utmoſt endeavour to: fill that Spirit of Contertion 
that .is gone forth) amang-us ?1! Is' ir. not-needful that 
every Son of Peace ſhould bring ſome water to the quench- 
ing of our Flames ? | 

Let me therefore this day take up St. Pau/*'s exhortation to 
you; Jet me. beſecech-you, tet. me ar fa if "there be 
any Conſolation 'in Chriſt, if any Comfort' of Love, if any Fe 
lowſbip of the Spirit, if any Bowels and Mercies, that now at 
length laying aſide all b:tterneſs and evil: ſpeaking, all wari- 
ance and emulation, all needleſs Diſputes ane yl 
you would unanimouſly joyn together in folowing after the 
things that make for peace. 

And that my Exhortation may be the more effeQtual-to 
the purpoſes I intend it; for; I ſhall purſue ic; Firf, by way 
of Direttion ;- Secondly, by. way of Motive. Firſt,-1 ſhall re- 
duce the Duty hete.enjoyned of following the things that make 
for peace to its particular Rules and Inſtances, that you' may 
know what is to be done by you inorderto the performance 


of it. Secondly, 


Ut 


—— 
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Secondly, 1 ſhall ſet before you the. very great 'Engage- 
ments and Obligations that lie upon us to follow after the things 


.that make for peace ;; that, you may be-perſwaded the more 


vigorouſly to {et about 1t. 

And both theſe things. I ſhall manage as near as I can, 
with reſpc& to the preſent fate and poſture:of Afarrs among 
us,: and withal ſhall. always remember that:my buſinels is 
not to preſcribe Laws or Rules to my Superiors for.their Car» 
riage in theſe matters, but only to repreſent the Duty that 
Chriſtians of a private capacity do.owe to the Pablick, and to 
one. another, F | 

As for the Firſt thing, which 1s, to dire and: in/tra# you 
in the performance of this Duty of following: the' things that 
make yn peace, you may be pleaſed totake notice, Thar this 
Duty hath. a twofold Obje&t, according to: the two different 
Relations and Capacities.1n-which we are to be conſidered); 

wit; the Charch our Mother, -and particular. Chriſtians 'our 

&hren,. Inthe- frſþ Relation;-we are conſidered ag Sub- 
jefts;-1n the ſecond. as Fellow-Chriſtians,” With: reſpe& to 
the former, the Peace-we are to purſue implies Obedience, and 
Preſervation of Communion, 19 oppolition to Schiſm and Sepa- 
ration. Withreſpe@.to the latter, it: implies. mutual Love 
and: Charity,” in-oppoſition'to Querrels and\Caprentions. - 

My buſineſs therefore upon this fr head is toſhew what 
arethe Particulars of our Duty, what are the means thatgon+; 
duce.to Peace, in both theſe reſpeQs. 7] 

: \ And firſt of all,. I: begin with what is dye from us to the 
Charch in order to'Peare, as: Peace ſtands in contradiſtinQion. 
to:Scb;ſm. And this Point I ſhall beg leave to diſcuſs very 
freely, and very particularly ; becauſe I fear we have gene-: 
rally many falſe Nos about it;/and yet; it is. a-martrer. of 
fuch conſequence,  thar I doubt-nort.;but the right under-- 

ſtanding of it would go a great: way to the Core of the fad - 
Diviſions that, are among. us. . od 
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And that T may diſcourſe with more clearnels, and more 
m_—_— (hall deliver what L have to-{ay in'this matter, 
by way-of Propefitians.; taking m AG foom the Peas 
cipl of hburch-Society, and fo regular along 

The fir ff Propoſutron T lay down is this; That every. Chri- 
Ran, on the account of if bis being ſo, 's « Member of ke 

of Chrikt; and. is bound to joyn in External Commy- 
= mw it where #t.can be bad. 

For the clearing of this, ou may be pleaſed to conſider, 
chat the primary Defign/and Intention of our. Saviour an his 
undertaking for us, was not to ſave particular perſonr with» 
out reſpect to's Society, but ro gather. to himſdlt a Churahout 
of Marknd, to'eret and form a Body Polireck,' of | which 
hataſelf was the Head, and particular Chriftians the\Mow- 
bers: and in this merhod pm Potany ro his Laws and 
Government to bring men to. 8 an"tala fk 
1'' And this is no-morethar what is the Senſe and Lagy 
ofothe Hoh Scriptures; wherein whatever Chriſt is: 
have done or ſuffered for Mankind, he is ſaid tohave done for 
them, not as ſcattered Individuals, but as Incorporated into a 

"'Byb, 8, 25. {i Thus Chriſt loved the Ohereh, and 

HE.\20./28- himſelf for it, Chriſt nedeerned. che: Chundh wi hu 

Epb. 5.981" omn- Blood, BSauvionr of bis Boy, that 
s20fay, the Church, with my paſſages of the like cnpor- 
The lain Conſe from hence 4s, tha 

ain Conſequence from 4s, nat ev 

whratheicn x Cbri/tian, Tofar he is:p Member of 629 ronry 
and by vittueofchar Relation tb the Chwthit s, thavhehavh 
ay Relation #0 Chrs/e, -orany Title to the pers the 


"has agrocably:to this Notion, it iswery: plain, that Bup- 
rſoiy which is by all acknowledged ito! be the (eremomy of 
Taitiating us'into Onjtiondty, is in Scripture dechred t0ibe 
the Rite whereby we are tr and admitted "_ = 

Churc 


UM 
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Church, Thus Stu Paul exprelly cells us, qv one 
Spirit me. are Al #4 int1 one 

again, 'that Chriſt >bath faritified; rhat- 1 is to bay: Ep. $1961 
ſeparated. his Church ry: the waſbing of Water ard the: Word) 

Now. then ig being thus evident, -that every Chriſtian as. 
a Chriſtian, is a Member of that Body of Chrift-which we 
call che. Charch - there will be little. need of taking-pains'to- 
prove, that every par” 1197190 is obliged to joyn'im Butermel 
Communion with the Chirch where he canido ſo'* for the 
very nature of this Chiarch- memberſhip doth imply it. With- 
out this, neither the Ends of Church-Society, nor the Benefits 
accruing t6 us therefrom can\beattained. ' - | 

Firſt, not the Ends of it: The Ends. of Church-Sotkety 
are the more Sa/emx Worſhip of God,' and the publick Pro- 
&fſion of our Religion, and the: mutual Edification one'of a- 
nother : Now, how theſe can be in any-meaſure attained 
without aſſociating together in public Afſewwblies, aid wutu- 
al Offices,and other Attsof External C ommunion with one ano” 
ther, cannot any ways be imagined. 

And as little in the anne 6. 6 can it be conceived how 
without this.we can be made partakers of the Benefits-2nd 
Priviledges that Chrit hath made over'to-the Members of ihis 
Church. For we are to conſider that God hath'ſo ordered 
the matter, and without doubt for this very reaſon, to unite 
us the more firmly in Society, that the Priviledges of Ow 
fpth, fuch as Pardon of Sin, and the Grace) of the Hol 
rit, are not ordinarily conveyed tb us {0'in 
Goa, but that there muſt intervene the Miniſtry: of - Mem: 
God's haly VVord and Sacraments are the Chanels in-whict' 
they arederived tous; anduhoſeto whom he hath commitred 
the Miniſtry of Reconciliatitw-andithe' Power bf the Ki75, are 
the Hands that muſt diſpence:them. ' We'have ho 'promiſe- 
of Spiritual Graces, but by theſe means? fo that in order'to- 
the pwn of them, there is an'abſotute neceſſity Kid 

. upon 
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upon us of joyning and communicating with the Charch,' 

Ir is true ded, God doth not ſo tie himſelf up to theſe 
means; but that he.can, and will-in ſome caſes, confer the 
'Benefits of them, without them: as incaſe of a General Apo- 
frafie of the Church ; or of Perſecution for Religion; or of an 
unjuſt Excommunication, or any other caſe where Commu- 
nion with, a #rue viſible Church is denied.tous. But though 
God doth aQ extraordinarily in; extraordinary caſes, where 
theſe means cannot be had ; yet this doth riot at all dimi- 
niſh, muchleſs take away the neceſſity of making uſe 'of 
them when, they can be had. | 

From what hath heen diſcourſed on:this firft Propoſirion; 
wemay by, the way, gather theſe-two things :+ I only name 
them. Firſt, How untrue their Poſitioz is that maintain, 
that all our Obligation to Church-Commuanion,. doth ariſe 
from a voluntary admiſſion of our ſelves into ſome particu- 
lar.\Congregation, and an explicit ;Promile or Ingagement 
tojoyn with it in Church-Ordinances. | DAISY 

2. How wildly and extravagantly they diſcourſe that 
talk of a Chriſtianity at large, without relation to a Church, 
or-Communion with any Society. of Chroſtians..'! 1 11! 
-\ The ſecond Propoſition is, That every one i bound to joyn in 
Communion' wi#h the eftabliſhed National Church to which he 
belongs, ſuppoſing there be nothing in the Terms of its Commu- 
nion that renders it unlawful for bim (0 to do. | 

...For if we are.bound to maintain Communion with the 

Catholick Church, as I have before proved, it is plain, 'that 
weare bound to maintain Communion with that part of it, 
within whoſe Verge the Divine Providence has caſt us. For 
we cannot communicate with the Catholick Church, but 
_ by communicating with ſome Part of it :' and: there is no 

ka gegen; DAnlges any Part of it, but that under which 
we live, or where we have our Reſidence. 
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ſtin& Churches in the place where we live. There may 
be the fixed Regular Aſſemblies of the National Church ; 
and there may be ſeparate Congregations; both which 
are, or pretend to be: Parts of the Catholick Church ; ſo 
that it may be all one as to our communicating with zhar, 
which of :heſe we joyn with, ſuppoſing we joyn but with 
one of them; and HY there 1s no _geceſſity from 
that Principle, that we ſhould hold Communion: with the 
Publick A(ſemblies of the National Church... | 

But as to this I deſire it may be conſidered, that Thar, 
that lays an Obligation upon us to joyn in Communion 
with the Church! (to wit our being Members of that ove Body 
of Chr:{#) doth allo lay an Obligation upon us, as much as 
in us lies to preſerve the Unity of that Body, (for this both 
the Fundamental Laws of Society, and the expreſs Precepts 
of Chriſtianity do require of every Member: ) But now to 
make a Rent in, or ſeparate from any Part of the Body of 
Chriſt, with which we may'\ lawfully communicate (and 
ſuch we now ſuppole the eſtabliſhed Aſſemblies of the Nation 
to be) is direaly contrary to the preſerving the Unity of 
that Body: And therefore certainly ſuch a Rext or Separati- 
0# mult be-unlawful.. And if ſo, then it muſt be ualawful 
alſo to joyn with any Congregation of men among us that 
have made fuch a Rent or Separation. 

So that, let our pretences be what they will, ſo long as 
the fixed Regular Aſſemblies of the Nation wherein we live, 
do truly belong to the Catholick Chyrch, and we can lawfully 
joyn with them, ir is certain - we are bound fo to do, and 
not to joyn.with thoſe Congregations that have withdrawn 
themſelves from them ; for to do this, would be to joyn in 
Society with Separatiſts, would be a partaking. of their Sz, 
and a breach of the Apoſtles Precept of Avoiding. thoſe that 


cauſe Diviſions. Rom. 16. 17. 


The third Propoſition is, That the being a Member of any 
C Church, 
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Church, doth oblige a man to ſubmit to all the Laws and Con- 
ſtitutions of chat Church. 

This Propoſition is in the general ſo unqueſtionable, that 
no /ober man will deny it. And indeed, it is the Beſis upon 
which all 'Socieries are founded, and by which they do {ub- 
fiſt, For to ſuppoſe a Society, and yet to ſuppoſe the Mem- 
bers of it not under an Obligation to obey its Lawsand Go- 
verniment,'is'to make Ropes of Sand, to ſuppole a_ Body 
without Sizews and Ligaments to hold its parts together. 

So that all the queſtion here, is concerning the nature and: 
extent of the Churches Power over her Members, how far, 
and in what inſtances ſhe hath Authority to. oblige them. 
Which is a queſtion'not difficult to be anſwered, if men 
would come to it without paſſion and prejudice. : 

For it muſt be acknowledged, in the firſt place, that t 
Church muſt, as all other Soczeties, be entruſted with at leaſt 
fo much power over her Subjef#s, as is necefiary for the! ſe+ 
curing her own Welfare and Preſervation : For to think 0+ 
therwiſe, is to ſuppoſe God to have founded a Church, and 
intended the Well-being and (ontinuence of it ; which are 
things that every one muſt grant: And yet to ſu that 
he hath denied her the uſe of the Mears without which that. 
Well-being and Continuence cannot be attained ; which is 
monſtrous and contradiftious. 

Furthermore it muſt be: granted, that the Welfere and 
Preſervation of the Church cannot be ſecured but upon theſe 
two Suppoſitions. Firff, That Proviſion -be made for the 
due and orderly performance of the Worſhip of God, Secondly, 
Thatthere be means of maintaining Peace and Unity among 
its Members, 'This latter 1s ww vb to the Welfare and 
Preſervation of a. ({harch, as a Society, the former is n 
ry tO it as a Religious Society, 

Now then this being admitted, it follows in the general,. 
that whatever Power over her Swbjet#5-is. neceſſary 1n order 
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to cither of theſe things, all that at leaſt muſt be ſuppoſed 
to be lodged in rhe Church, that is to fay, in Thoſe that have 
the Government Of it. 

So that from hence it is plain, in the fr/# place, that the 
Church hath power ſo far to reſtrain the exerciſe of her Sab- 
jets Liberty, as to oblige them to all ſuch Laws, Rules, Or- 
ders, and Ceremonies as She ſhall eſtabliſh for the more So- 
lemn, Regular, Decent, and convenient Adminiſtration of 
Religious Afﬀairs. And if it be queſtioned whether her 4p- 
pointments do indeed conduceto that end, of that She her ſelf 
i5 to be the Jadge ; Her Members being no farther concern- 
ed therein, than only before they obey her Impoſitions to 
ſee that they be not nant to the known Laws of God. 
This Power the Church muſt be ſuppoſed to haye, other- 
wiſe She will not be enabled tomake Proviſion for the firſt 
thing whereon her Welfare doth depend, viz. the Perfor- 
mance of God's Worſhip and Service in a dve and orderly 
manger. 

Secondly, From hence alſo it is plain, that the Church 
mult be furniſhed with a Power to end and determine Con- 
troverſies of Religrox that ariſe among its Members : that is 
to ſay, to give ſuch an Authoritative decifion of them, as thar 
all Parties are bound to acquieſce m it : for without this 
ſhe would be defeQive in the /econd thing required to her 
Welfare and Preſervation, viz. maintaining her ſelf in Peace 
and Unity. 

But here it may be taken notice, that this Power of exd/xg 
Controverſies, which we aſcribe to the Church, doth not im- 
ply any Authority over our Judgments; or that in vertue 
thereof ſhe can oblige us ro give an 7#:vard «fjent to her De- 
terminations, any further than ſhe gives us evidence for the 
Truth of them: (which is that extravagant Power the 
Church of Rawme dath challenge to her ſelf) but only an 4s 


thority over our Praffices, that = can oblige us to _ 
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lo far to her Definitions, as not to a# any thing contrary to 
them. A Power in the former ſenſe is not neceſfary to the 
Churches Peace ; and the reaſon is, becauſe our "Judgments 
and Opinions, fo long as we keep them'to our ſelves, can- 
not poſſibly cauſe any diſturbance in, or do any injury to 
Society. But a Power in the latter ſenſe is abſolutely neceF 
fary ; 'for if men may be allowed to vent and publiſh what 
ever fancies come into their heads, and the Church have"fio 
Authority to impoſe ſilence upon-them, it cannor be avoid- 
ed but ſhe will be over-run with Hereſies, and embroiled in 
infinite” Quarrels and Controverſies, to the deſtruftion of her 
publick Peace. (2124 
The fourth Propoſition is, That we can have no juſt cauſe "of 
withdrawing our Communion from the Church whereof we' are 
Members, but when we cannot communicate with it without the 
Commiſſion. of z Sin. "ww 2h 
For if we are bound to Communicate with-the Charth 
When wecan lawfully do ſo, as hath been before provedi; 
it-is plain we are bound ſo long to contizue our Communi- 
on with the Chearch, rill it be unkawful to continue in it any 
longer : But it cannot be unlawful co continue in her: Com- 
munion, till - ſhe require ſomerhing as a' Condition of her 
Communion that is a Sz. | 
So that there are but 7wo caſes, wherein it can be law- 
ful to witchdraw our Communion from a Church, becauſe there 
are but two caſes wherein Communion with her can be in« 
ful. One is, when the Church requires of us'as a Condition 
of her Communion, an Acknowledgement and Profeſſion of that 
for a Trath, which we know to be an Error, The others, 
when the Church requires of us as a Condition of her-Com- 
munion, the joyning with herin ſome PraQtices, which we 
know to be againſt the Laws of God, Tn theſe two Caſes to 
withdraw our Obedience to the Church is ſo far from being 
a Sin, that.it is aneceflary Duty; becauſe we have an obli- 
gation. 
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tion to the Laws of God antecedent to that we have to 
thoſe of the Church; and weare'bound to obey zheſe no fur- 
ther than they are conſonant or agreeable to thoſe. 

But now from this diſcourſe it will appear how inſufi- 
cient thoſe Cauſes, how unwarrantable thoſe Grounds are, 
upon which many among us have proceeded to Separation 
from our Church. 

For, fr/t, If what I have laid down be true, it cannot 
be true that «»/criptural Imp:ſitions can be a warrantable 
cauſe of ſeparation trom a (hurch; ſuppoſing that by Un- 
ſcriptural be meant no more than only what 1s neither Com- 
manded nor 'Forbid inthe Sciptures. For the AQtions requi- 
red by theſe Unſcriptural Impoſitions, are either in them phics 
lawful to be done, or not lanful to be done. If they be in 
themſelves «n/anful to be done, then they do not tall under 
that notion of Unſcriptaural we here ſpeak of ; they aredown- 
right S»s, and ſo either particularly or in the general,forbid in 
the Scripture; If they be in themſelves /anfu/ to; be done; 
then it-cannot be imagined how their being commanded can 
make them «zlawful : So that in this caſe, there is no Siw-in 
yielding obedience to the Church, and conſequently nocauſe 
of withdrawing our Communion from it. +. 16} 
- Nor ſecondly can it be true, that the Church requiring 
from us any doubtful or ſuſpeted praQtices as Conditions of 
her Communion, is a juſt cauſe of Separation : for we: muſt 
have at leaſt as much certainty of the «»/anfulneſs of the 
attiogs enjoy ned,as we have of our Obligationto the Authority 
that enjoyns them, before we withdraw our Obedience to it, 
otherwiſe we do not proceed upon fafe grounds ; | but now 
weare ab/clutely certain, that God hath commanded us to,04 
| bey them that have the rule over us, but weare-not certaim: 
that the aions we here ſpeak of, are any where forbid by. 
him ; for if we were, they would be no longer doubrful! or 


fuſpetted, they would be certain Sins : fo that if we gy 
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low the ſurer (ide, as all Chriſtians in theſe caſes are bound 
to do, we muſt continue our Obedience to the Church, not- 
withſtanding we ſaſpett or donbt the lawfulneſs of her Com- 
mands. 

Neither #hirdly can it'be true, that Erreers in a Church as 
to matter of Dottrines, or Corruptions as to matter of Pra- 
tice, ſo long as thoſe Errowrs and Corruptions are only ſuf- 
fered, but not impoſed, can be a ſufficient cauſe of Separation ; 
the reaſon is, becauſe theſe things are not Sixs in us, {o 
long as we do not joyn with the Cherch in them. So that 
ſd long as we can Communicate with a Church, without ei- 


ther profeſſing her Errours, or pun_ in her fnful Pre- 
bef 


fices, as in the preſent caſe it is ſu we may do; fo 
long we are bound upon the Principle before laid down not 
to ſeparate from her. 
either in the fourth and laft place, is the ecijoying a 
more profitable Miniſtry, or living under a more Difei- 
pline in another Church, a juſt cauſe of forſakin Commu- 
zion of that whereof we are now Members. The reafon is, 
becauſe we are not to commit the leaſt cr/me for the attain» 
ing the greateſt good in the World » Now it is a criae- to 
forſake the Communion of the Church whereof we are Mem- 
bers, ſo long asher Commuzios is not ſinful : But the enjoy- 
ment of a /efs profitable Miniſtry, or a leſs pare Diſcipline doth 
not make her wE onmunion ſinful; —_ enjoy ment of 
a more profitable Miniſtry, or a more pare Diſcipline, cannot 
make Tra ion from her lawful. $045 
The f/#h and laft Propoſition is, That though we have « juſt 
cauſe to refuſe Communion with the Church wherzof we are 
Members #» ſome inſtances, yet we are not therefore to proceed to 
ſo total « Separation from it as to erect? New Churches ix con- 
tradiftinition 10 it, or to joyn with thoſe that do. 
he reaſon is clear from the foregoing Principles, v:z, be- 
cauſe we are bound to obey as far as we can, and where we 
cannot, 
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cannot, to ſuffer ; but at no hand to diſturb the Peace, or 
break the Unity of the (hurch. 

Though we cannot comply with all that the Church 
requires of us, yet ſtill we muſt joyn with Her in thoſe 0- 
ther things where we lawfully can. 

Nay, though the Church ſhould require thoſe things as 
Conditions of her Communion {0 that unleſs we conform to 
them, we cannot at all communicate with her ; yet till 
there is a Paſive Obedience due from us: We muſt fit till 
and ſuffer, and not make a Rent in the Charch by ſetting 
up one Altar againſt another. 

This is like the ſetting up a new and a diſtinQt Govern- 
ment inthe Bowels of the State. 

Nothing can juſtify ſuch a degree of departure as this, 
but only one thing ; to wit, ſo great and general a Corrup- 
tion of the (hunch, both in Dofrine and Þ,aftice that the 
Salvation of all that communicate with her, is thereby en- 
dangered : Which though it be the condition of the Mem- 
bers of the preſent Church of Rome, yet I dare ſay, few a- 
mong us will affirm to be the caſe of them that communi- 
cate with the Church of England. + 

Thus have I as briefly as I could repreſented to you the 
Particulars of that Duty we owe to our common Mother, in 
the preſervation of her Unity and Communion, And I hope, 
T have not been ſo zealous for Peace as to have been ar: all 
injurious to Treth. 

I am confident T have faid nothing but what is very agree-- 
able to Scripture and Reaſon, and the ſenſe of the Beſt and 
Ancienteſt Chriſtians. And I am certain, I have not in- 
treached upon any of thoſe Grounds upon which our Ance-- 
ftors proceeded to the Reformation of Religion among, us.. 
And for moſt of the things here delivered, we have allo the 
ſaffrage of ſeveral, and thole the moſt learned and moderate 
of our diſſenting Brethren. = 

And: 
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And now if after this any one be offended, as indeed theſe 
kind of diſcourſes are ſeldom very acceptable; all I -can 
fay, is this, That the Truths here delivered, are; really of 
{ſo great importance to har" ory and the publick Peace; that 
they ought not to be diſſembled or ſuppreſſed, for any-ba4 
reception they may meet with from ſome men : but as tor the 
»axner of delivering them, I have taken all the care I could, 
not to give offence to any. _— 


I now paſs on to the ſecond part of my Task upon this 
Head, which is to conſider the Duty recommended in. the 
Text, with relation to particular (hrijtians our Brethrep. | 

And here my bulineſs 1s to dire&t youto the Purſuit of thoſe 
things that make for Peace ;. as Peare ſignifies mutual Loveand 
Charny in oppoſition to Strife and Bitterneſs and Contentions.” 

The things that make for Peace, in this ſenſe, are more 
eſpecially theſe that follow, which 1 ſhall deliver by way of 
Rules and Advices. | 

The firſt R#le is to diſtinguiſh carefully between matters, 
of Faith, and matters of Opinion ; and as to thele latter, to 
be willing that every one ſhould: enjoy the liberty of judg-. 
ing. for himſelf. © _ A PR 7 St 

This is one thing that would help very much to the ex- 
tinguiſhing of thoſe unnatural Heats and Animoſities, which 
have, long been the Reproach of Chriſtians. If-men would 
ſet no greater value upon their Notions and Opinions than 
they do deſerve ; if they would make a difference between 
. meeſſary points, and thoſe that are not ſo: and in thoſe 
things that are not zeceſſary, would not rigorouſly tie up 0- 
thers totheir meaſures, but would allow every man to a- 
bound, in his own ſenſe, ſo long as the (hurches Peace 1s 
not hereby injured, we ſhould not have ſo many bitter 
Quarrels and. Heart-burnings among us. But alas, whileſt 


every one will frame a Syſteme of Divinity of his own head, 
'BEf and 
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and every puny Notion of that Sy/ſkeme, muſt be Chriſtn"d 
by the name. of an Article of - Faith; and every man that 
doth not believe juſt as he.doth, muſt ſtraight be a Here- 
tick for not doing ſo: How can it be expeQted but we muſt 
wrangle eternally ? 

It were heartily to be wiſhed, that Chriſtians would 
conſider, that the Articles of Faith, thoſe things that God 
hath made neceſſary by every one to be believed in order 
to his Salvation, are but very few, and they are all of them 
ſo plainly and clearly ſet down in the Scripture, that it is im- 
pollible for any ſincere honeſt-minded man to miſs of the 
true ſenſe of them. And they have further this Badge to di- 
ſtinguiſh them from all other Truths, that they have an im- 
mediate influence upon mens Lzves, a direct Tendency to 
make men Better ; whereas moſt of thoſe things that make 
the matter of our Controverſies, and about which we' make 
ſuch a noiſe and clamour, and for which we fo bitterly 
cenſure and anathematize one another, are quite of another 
nature : They are neither ſo clearly revealed or propounded in 
the Scripture, but that even good men through rhe great 
difference of their Parts, Learning and Education, may after 
their beſt endeavours vary in their ſentiments about them. 
Nor do they at all concern a Chriſtian Life, but are matters 
of pure notion and ſpeculation. So that it cannot with any rea- 
ſon be pretended that they are points upon which Mens Sel- 
vation doth depend. It cannot be thought that God will 
be oftended with any man for his [gzorance or Miſtakes con- 
cerning them. And, if not, if a man may be a Good Chriſti 
an, and go to Heaven whether he holds the right or the 
wrong (ide in theſe matters; for God's ſake, Why ſhould 
we be engry with any one for having other Opinions about 
them than we have ? Why ſhould we not rather permit men 
to uſe their Underſtandingsas well as they can,and wherethey 


fail of the Truth, to bear with them, as God himſelf without 
D queſtion 
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queſtion will; than by tickling for every impertinent un- 
neceſſary Truth, deſtroy that Peace, and Love, and Amity 
that ought to be among Chriſtians. .. 

The ſecond thing I would recommend, is a = fomplici- 
ty and purity of Intention in the putſuit of Truth; and at no 
hand to let paſſio# or intereſt, or any ſelf-end be ingredient in- 
eo our Religion. | n 

The ice of this, would not more conduce to the 
diſcovery of Truth, than it would to the promoring of Peace.. 
For it is eaſie to obſerve, that it is not always a pure con- 
cernment for the Truth, in the points in Controverſie, that 
makes us ſo zealous, ſo fierce, and ſo obſtinate in our Di- 
ſputes for, or againſt them ; but ſomething of which that 
is only the Mask and Pretence, ſome By-ends that muſt be 
ſerved, ſome Secular Intereſt that we have eſpouſed, which 
muſt be carried on.. | 

| We have either engaged our ſelves to ſome Party, ant ſo- 
its Intereſts right or wrong muſt be promoted : or we have- 
taken up an opinion inconliderately at the firſt, and a 
ed in the favour of it, and afterward our own credit doth 
oblige us to defend it : or we have received ſome ſlight or 
diſappointment from the Men of one way, and ſo in pure pet 
and revenge, we paſs over to their Adverſaries. '' Or it is- 
for our gain and advantage, that the Differences among; us - 
be ſti]l kept afoot ; or we deſire to get our ſelves a name - 
by ſome great Atchievments in the Noble Science of Contro» - 
verſies; or we are: poſſeſſed with a ſpirit of ContradiQtion ; 
or we delighr in Novelties; or we love to. be ſingular. 

Theſe are the things that too often both give birth to Qur- 
Controverſies. and alſo nouriſh and foment them. 

If we- would but caſt theſe Beams out of our eyes,: we 
ſhould both ſee more clearly, and certainly live more peace- 
ably. But whileſt we purſue baſe and ſordid ends un-- 
der the pretence of maintaining 7Tr»#h, we. ſhall always bein 
error,and al ways in contention. Let. 
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Let us therefore quit our ſelves of all our pre-poſſefſions ; 
let us mortify all our Pride and Vain-glory, our Paſſion 
and Emulation, our : Covetonſneſs and Revenge; and bring 
nothing in the world to our Debates about Religion, but 
only the pure love of Trath : and then our Controverſies will 
not be ſo long ; and they will be more calmly and peace- 
ably managed, and they will redound to the greater good 
of all Parttes. , 

And this I dare ſay further to encourage you to labour 
after this temper of mind, That he that comes thus qua= 
lified to the ſtudy of Religion, though he may not have 
the luck always to light on: the Truth, yer Withrall his ex 
rors, be they what they will, he is'more acceptable to God, 
than the Man that hath Trath on/ his fide, yet takes x'up 
or maintains it to ſerve a turn. He that believes a Falſe- 
hood, after he hath uſed his fincere endeavours to find the 
Truth, is not half fo much a' Heretick, as he that profeſſerh 
—— out of evi/ Printiples, and proſtituteth it to wwwor- 
thy ends. 

The third Rule is, Never to quarrel about Words and 
Phraſes, but ſo long 'as other men mean much what the 
{ame that we do, kt us be content though they have not 
the luck to expreſs themſelves fo well. 

I do not know how it comes to paſs, whether throughi 
too much heat and eagerneſs of diſputing, that we do-not 
mind one anothers Sexſe ; or, whether through'too-much 
love to our own manner of Thinking or Speaking, that' we 
will not endure any thing but what is conveyed tous in our 
own Methods: Bur, really, it often happens that- moſt bit- 
ter Quarrels do commence, not ſo much from the different 
Senſe of the contending Parties, concerning the thingsthey 
contend about, as from their different Terms exprefling the 
ſame Sexſe, and the different Grounds they proceed upon; 'or 


Arguments they make uſe of for the proof of it. 
D 2 For 
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For my part, I verily believe that this is the Caſe of ſe- 
veral of x Gr Diſputes, in which we Proteſtants do oſten en- 
age at this day. I do-not think, in many points, our Dif 
| 4. ha are near ſo wideas they are ſometimes repreſented, 
but that they might eaſily be made up with a little allow- 
ance to mens Words and Phraſes, and the different Methods 
of deducing their Notions. I 
Is-would be perhaps no hard matter to make this appear 
in thoſe Controverſies that are ſo much agitated among us 
concerning Faith and Juſtification, and the neceſſity of good 
works to Sabvation, and Imputed Righteouſneſs, and: the dif- 
ference between Virtue and Grace; with ſome others, if this 
were a fit place for it. The difference that is among us as 
to theſe Points, is poſſibly not much greater than this, thae 
ſome men in thels i matters ſpeak more clearly and fully ; 
orhers more imperfealy and obſcurely. Some men conv 
their ſenſe in plain and proper words; others delight in Me- 
taphors, and do perhaps too far extend the Figurative -ex- 
preſſions of Scripture : Some reaſon more cloſely and upon 
more certain Principles ; others poſſibly may proceed upon 
weaker grounds, and miſepply Texts of Scripture, and dil. 
courſe more looſely. - But both Parties (eſpecially the more 
moderate of both) ſeem to drive at much what the ſame 
thing, though by different ways, as appearsfrom this, that 
being interrogated. concerning the-Conſequences.of their ſeve- 
ral Opinions,” they generally agree in admitting or rejetting 
the lame. 

But fourtbly, another thing that would make- for peace 
1s this; never to charge upon men the Conſequences of their 
Opinions, when they expreſly diſown them. 

-F his is another thing that doth hugely tend to widen our 


.» Differences, and to exaſperate mens ſpirits one againſt ano- 


ther; when having examined ſome Opintoz of a Man, or 


. Pariyof Men, and tinding very great ab/ardities and evil con- 


(mg if ſequences 
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ſequences neceſſarily to flow from it, we preſently throw all 


thoſe into the diſb of them that hold the Opinion, as if they 
could not own the oxe, but they muſt neceſſarily own the 
other : whereas indeed, the men we thus charge, may be ſo 
innocent in this matter, that they do not in the leaſt dream 
of ſuch Conſequences; or if they did, they would be ſo far 
from ownizg them, that they would abhor the Opinion for 
their ſakes. 

To give you an inſtance or two in this matter : It is a 
Dofrine maintained by ſome, That God's Will s the Rule 
of Juſtice ; or that every thing is therefore juſt or good, becauſe 
God wills it, Thoſe that are concerned to oppoſe this Do» 
Arine, do contend that if this Do&Frine be true, it will neceſ(- 
farily follow, that no man can have any certainty of the 
Truth of any one Propoſition that God hath revealed in Scrip- 
ture. Granting now that this can by juſt conſequence be 
made out, yet I dare ſay, thoſe that hold the aforeſaid Do- 
rine would be very angry, and had good reaſon fo to be, 
if they were told that they did not, no, nor could-not, upon 
their Principles certainly believe the Scripture. 

Some Men think that they can with demonſtrative evis 
dence make out, that the Dottrine of God's irreſpeive De- 
crees, doth in its Conſequences overthrow the whole Goſpel; 
that it doth deſtroy the nature of Rewards and Paniſbments, 
cuts the. very Sinews of mensendeavours after virtue ; makes 
all Lavs, Promiſes, Exhortations perfeQly idle and inſigni- 
ficant things; and renders God the molt «n/ovely Being in 
the world. Now ſuppoſing all this to be true, yet it would 
be a moſt unjuſt and uncharitable thing to affirm ofany that 
believe that Doctrine (many of whom are certainly pious 
and good men) that they do maintain any ſuch impious 
and blaſphemous Opinions as thoſe that are now mentioned. 

The ſum of all is, that a man may believe a Propoſition, 


and not believe all that follows from it: got, but that all 
the 
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the deduZions from a Propoſition are equally true, and equal- 
ly credible with the: Propoſition from whence they are de- 
aces : But a man-may not fo clearly-fee through the Pys- 
poſition as to'diſcern/thar fuch Conſequences are really deduci- 
ble from it : So that weare at no hand to charge them upon 
him, unleſs:he do explicitly own them. 

I this Rule was obſerved, our Differences would not 

make ſo great a noiſe, nor would the Errors and Heterodoxies 
maintained among us appear fo monſtrous and extravagant ; 
and we ſhould ſpare a great many hard words and odious 
appellations, which we now too prodigally beftow upon 
thoſe that differ from us. 
;/The ffth Rule is, toabſtrat mens Perſons from their Op4 
ions; and'in examining or oppoſing theſe, never to make 
any refleftions upon thoſe. ' 

This is a thing ſo highly reaſonable, that methinks no 
ptetender to ingenuity ſhould ever need to be called upon to 
obſerve'it. For it ſeems very abſurd and ridiculous inany 
Argument to meddle with that, that nothing concerns the 
Queſtion, But what do Perſonal Refleftions concern the 
Cauſe of Religion ? what ever it may be to the Reputation of 
an Opinion, I am fure it is nothing to the Track of it, that 
ſuch or fuch/a man holds it. 

And truly, if men would leave this impertinence, we 
might hope for a better iſſue of our Religiowe Debates : but 
whileft men will forſake.the Merizs of the Cauſe, and un- 
manly'fall-to railing, and diſparaging Mens Perſons, and 
{craping together all the ill that can be ſaid of them, they 
blow the Coals of Contention, they ſo imbitter and enve- 
nom the Diſpute, that it rankles 1ato incurable diſtaſts and 
heart-burnings. IN 

Chriſtians would do. well to conſider, that theſe mean 
-arts of expoſing Mens Perſons to diſcredit their Opinions, 
-are very much unworthy the Dignity of their Profeſſion, 

a 


Y 
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and moſt of all miſ-becoming the Sacredneſs and Venerable- 
eſs of the Truth they contend for. And beſides, no Cauſe 
ſtands in need of them, but {ach an one as is extremely baf- 
fled and deſperare ; and even then they are the worſt Argu- 
ments in the world to ſupport it : For quick-fighred men 
will eaſily ſee through the Duſt we endeavourto raiſe; and 
thoſe thar are duller will be apt, to ſuſpe& from our being 
ſo angry and ſo waſpiſh, that we have but a bad matter to 
manage. 

We ſhould conſider that Mens Perſons are Sacred things, 
that whatever power we have to Jucge of their Opinions; we 
have no authority to judge or cenlure 'Thems, That to 
bring Them upon the Stage, and there throw dirt on them, 
is highly rude and uncivil, and an affront to Hemes Socie- 
ty, and the. moſt contrary thing in the world to Chriſtian 
Charity, which is ſo far from enduring Reproaches and evil 
Speaking, that it obliges us to cover as much as we can all . 
the Fauſt, andeven the very Indiſcretions of others, 

The ſixth and laſt thing I ſhall recommend to you as an | 
Expedient of Peace, is a vigorous purſuit of Holineſs. 

Do but ſeriouſly ſet racy ſelves to be good: Do butget 
your Hearts deeply affe&ted with Religion as well as yc 
Heads, and then there is no fear but you will be all the Soxs 
of Peace, | 

We may talk what we will; but really- it is our-not Pra- 
Fifing our Religion that makes us ſo Contemtions and Di/pu- 
tations about it. It is oor Empiineſs of the Divine Life, that 
makes us fo full of Speculation and Controverſie : was but 
That once 'firmly rooted in us, theſe Weeds and FE xcre- 
ſcencies of Religion would preſently dry up and wither ; we 
ſhould loath any longer to feed upon fuch Hrks, after we 
once came to have a Reliſh of that. Bread. | 

Ah ! how little fatisfaQtion can all our pretty Notions 
and fine-fpun Controverſies yield to. a: Soul thar truly hun- 

gers. 
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gers and thirſts after Righteouſneſs ? How pitifully, flatly 
and infipidly; will. they taſte, in compariſon of the Divine 
entertainments of the Spiritual Life. | 

Were we but ſeriouſly taken up with the Sub/tentials of 
our Religion, we ſhould not have leiſure for the Talking 
Diſputing Divinity; we ſhould have greater matters to take 
up our Soriabes and'more profitable Arguments to furniſh 
out our Diſcourſes.  .So long as wecoul _ our ſelves in 
working out our Salvation, and furthering the Salvation of 
others, we ſhould think it but a mean Employmeat to ſpend 
our time in ſpinning five Nets for the catching of Flies, 

Beſides this Divine Life, if it once took place in us, would 
ſtrangely -dilate and- enlarge our hearts 1a Charity towards 
our Brethren; it would make us open our arms wide to the 
whole Creation ; it would perfealy work out of. us all that 
Peeviſhneſs and Sowrnels, and Penuriouſneſs of ſpirit, whi 
we do too often contraQ-by being additted to a Se&#, an 
would make us Sweet and Benign, and Obliging, and re 
to receive and embrace all: Conditions of men.. . In a word, 
it would quite ſwallow up all Difin#ions of Parties; and 
what ever did but bear upon it the Image of God and the 
Superſcription of the/Holy. Jeſus, would need no other Com- 
mendatories to our -Aﬀe&tjon,'but would ;upon that alone 
account be infinitely dear and precious to us. | 

Let us all ng earneſtly contend after this Divine 
Principle of Holineſs ; let us bring down Religion from our 
Heads to our Hearts ; from. Speculation to Practice : Let us 
make it our buſineſs, heartily to love God and do his will, 
and then we may hope to ſee Peace in our days. 

This, this is that that will reſtore to the World the Gold- 
en Age of Primitive Chriſtianity, when the Love and Unity 
of the Diſciples of Jeſus was ſoconſpicuous and remarkable, 
that it became into a Proverb, See how the (hriſtians love oe 
another, This, this is that that will -bring in the Accom- 

| pliſhment 


_— nn 


——— 


pliſhment of all thoſe glorious Promiſes of Peace and Tran- 
g=vlity that (hrift hath made to his Church : Then ſhall the 
Waif dwell with the Lawb, and'the Leopard lie downrwwith 
the K/d : Then ſhall not Ephraim envy Fudah, not * 
vex £phreim; but we ſhall turn our Swords into Plough- 
ſhares, andour Spears into Pruming-hooks ; and'there will. be 
20 more conſuming or deyouring in all God's'Holy Moun- 
tain. | MERIEES IO OMIBULOU tn 


; lo. s 
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T ſhould now proceed to theferond general Point it my 
propoſed Method of handling thisTexr, viz, To fet before 
you the very great Engagements and Obligations we have up- 
ca us to follow after the Thiags that make for Peate;/and 

at, 1 A 
.. 4.; From the Natere and Contrivanceof our Retigion, ' 

2. From the great weight the Scripture Jays upon this Dury, 
| 3: prom, the great Unre/onableneſs of our Religious 'Dif- 

eYeNces. roy tot not 
4+. From, the very evil Conſequences that attend them ; 
, AS 1. In- that they are great Hinderances of a' good 
Life. . 2. They are very pernicious to the Cavil Peace 


of the State. 3.. They are hiphly by nm to 
_ Chriſtianity in general. And 4. andlaſtly, Verydan- 
gerous to the hogs _ 2s piving 'too-many 
adv es, and too much encouragement to'the Fx. 
Hors of the Papacy. | | 
. But ;I have I fr alkeady exceeded the Limits of a Ser 
»z9, and therefore ſhall a 195 10.119 


” . 


dd no-more. 


God open our Eyes, that we may in this our- | wnder- 
11,1424 the Things that belang to Peace, before' they be' hid. 


..'; from our Eyes. 
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